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Preface 


It  may  be  a  matter  of  surprise  to  the  general 
reader  of  English  poetry  to  be  told  that  Chris¬ 
topher  Smart,  the  author  of  the  poem  herein 
reprinted,  wrote  a  considerable  quantity  of  original 
verse  which  nowhere  else  displays  anything  like 
the  genius  shown  in  his  Song  to  David ,  a 
production  out-distancing  the  work  of  greater 
men  in  some  essentials  of  high  poetry.  It  would 
not  be  difficult  to  convince  the  reader  that  in  this 
Song  Smart  has  given  us  a  truly  inspired  poem  of 
exceptional  power,  melody,  sweetness  and  truth,  and 
one  for  which  the  lover  of  “  sacred  ”  song  should  feel 
more  than  ordinarily  grateful.  It  may  not  satisfy 
the  most  exacting  critic  ;  and  not  a  little  has  been 
done  from  time  to  time  to  render  it  more  “  accept¬ 
able,”  by  abridgement  and  rearrangement  of  some 
of  its  stanzas,  each  editor  taking  his  own  original 
course  of  treatment  of  a  lyric  that  ought,  in 
all  fairness  to  its  author,  to  be  always  pre¬ 
sented  as  he  left  it.  The  differences  of  opinion 
betwixt  the  editors  in  regard  to  the  relative  im¬ 
portance  of  the  several  stanzas  will  be  apparent 
from  the  following  Table  showing  the  stanzas 
accepted  by  each  Compiler  for  his  Anthology  or 
Selection. 
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1  F.  T.  Palgrave’s  Treasury  of  Sacred  Song  (1889). 

2  Churton-Collins’  Treasury  of  Minor  British  Poetry  (1896). 

3  Quiller-Couch’s  Oxford  Book  of  English  Verse  (1901). 

4  Chambers’  Cyclopedia  of  English  Literature  (1903). 

It  would  be  profitless  almost  to  attempt  to  thrash 
out  the  question  of  the  relative  value  of  its  stanzas  ; 
and  the  only  intelligible  and  consistent  abridgement 
surely  would  be  to  leave  out  stanzas  xxx.-xxxvii.,  and 
none  other.  To  abridge  it  further,  as  has  often  been 
done,  would  be  unjust  to  both  author  and  poem.  It 
may  be  said  to  be  singularly  equal  in  merit  all  through, 
having  regard  to  the  variety  of  its  subject,  although 
the  present  editor  is  unfortunately  by  himself  in  this 
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opinion  among  those  who  have  published  their  views 
on  the  subject.  The  poem  is,  however,  presented  once 
more  in  its  complete  form,  not  only  for  the  curious, 
but  more  especially  for  the  religious  reader.  It  is 
likely  to  survive  many  centuries  in  even  the  present 
unsettled  state  of  religious  enquiry  and  belief — not  as 
a  literary  curiosity,  but  as  a  unique  and  spirited  song 
brimming  over  with  enthusiasm  and  poetry. 

A  careful  collation  of  several  early  reprints  of  the 
poem  has  enabled  the  editor  to  present  (he  hopes)  as 
perfect  a  reprint  as  is  possible. 

The  editor  has  now  to  defend  himself  against  certain 
very  probable  criticism  in  regard  to  the  weight  of  ac¬ 
cessory  matter  given  along  with  this  reprint  :  matter 
which  he  has  felt  it  worth  his  while,  at  least,  to  offer. 
He  refers  more  especially  to  the  Noun-Index  herein 
presented,  which  will  be  looked  upon  by  some  (the 
railway  and  tram-rider  readers  chiefly)  as  a  super¬ 
fluity  and  a  waste  of  energy  and  time  on  the  part  of 
its  compiler,  but  which  he  can  only  consider  a  useful 
aid  to  the  fuller  study  of  the  “  thoughts  and  things  ”  of 
a  great  poem.  Let  this  Noun- Index  be  taken,  then, 
for  what  it  may  be  worth  to  the  individual  student. 

The  Scripture  References  and  Notes  may  be  less 
open  to  question  as  regards  their  value.  The  former 
has  been  in  a  large  measure  the  result  of  careful  read¬ 
ing  on  the  part  of  two  friends,  who  are  hereby  thanked 
for  their  contributions  to  this  edition  of  Smart’s  Song. 

The  Chronological  Table — although  tending  to 
imply  an  importance  to  Smart  in  literary  annals 
which  its  compiler  would  be  the  first  to  deny,  seeing 
that  he  left  so  little  behind  him  of  great  literary  excel¬ 
lence-should  suffice  to  satisfy  the  reader  in  regard 
to  his  life,  his  publications,  and  the  literary  age  in 
which  he  lived. 
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In  an  Appendix  are  offered  two  other  poems  by 
Christopher  Smart,  partly  for  comparison’s  sake, 
although  the  “Hymn  to  the  Supreme  Being”  is  well 
worthy  of  a  place  herein  below  the  chief  poem.  The 
lines  “  On  an  Eagle  ”  should  also  be  acceptable. 

J.  R.  T. 

COTTINGHAM,  June  20,  1904. 


6 


Introduction 

Opinions  on  the  Song 


In  none  of  his  poems  has  he  poured  out  his  thoughts 
with  the  vehement  passion  and  energy  that  characterise 
the  Song  to  David ,  a  composition,  under  all  the  cir¬ 
cumstances,  without  a  parallel  in  our  language. — 
Robert  Aris  Willmott. 

The  Song  to  David  .  .  .  possesses  passages  of 
considerable  power  and  sublimity,  and  must  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  one  of  the  greatest  curiosities  of  our 
literature. — Chambers’  Cyclopedia  of  English  Litera¬ 
ture,  Ed.  1844. 

One  of  the  grandest  bursts  of  devotional  and 
poetical  feeling  in  the  English  language — the  Song  to 
David. — Geo.  Gilfillan. 

The  only  great  accomplished  poem  of  the  last 
century  ...  a  masterpiece  of  rich  imagery,  ex¬ 
haustive  resources  and  reverberant  sound. — Dante 
Gabriel  Rossetti. 


No  niche 

Where  glory  was  not  prismed  to  enrich 

Man’s  gaze  with  gold  and  gems,  no  space  but  glowed 

With  colour,  gleamed  with  carving — hues  which  owed 

Their  outburst  to  a  brush  the  painter  fed 

With  rainbow  substance — rare  shapes  never  wed 
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To  actual  flesh  and  blood,  which,  brain-born  once 
Became  the  sculptor’s  dowry,  Art’s  response 
To  earth’s  despair. 

Robert  Browning. 

Its  noble  wildness  and  transitions  from  grandeur  to 
tenderness,  from  earth  to  heaven,  is  unique  in  our 
Poetry. — F.  T.  Palgrave. 

Its  power  of  metre  and  imaginative  presentation  of 
thoughts  and  things,  and  its  mingling  of  sweet  and 
grand  religious  poetry  ought  to  make  it  better  known. 
— Rev.  Stopford  A.  Brooke. 

This  poem  stands  alone,  the  most  extraordinary 
phenomenon,  perhaps,  in  our  literature,  the  one  rapt 
strain  in  the  poetry  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the 
work  of  a  poet  who,  though  he  produced  much,  has 
not  produced  elsewhere  a  single  line  which  indicates 
the  power  here  displayed.— J.  Churton  Collins. 
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CHRISTOPHER  SMART  BORN 
APRIL  i  ith  at  Shipbourne,  in  Kent. 
[Adam  Smith  born.  Sir  Joshua  Rey¬ 
nolds  born.] 

[The  Gentle  Shepherd  (Allan  Ram¬ 
say).] 

Thomson’s  Seasons.] 

'Swift’s  Gulliver's  Travels.] 

Gay’s  Fables.] 

Goldsmith  born.] 

Edmund  Burke  born.  Sir  Richard 
Steele  died.] 

William  Congreve  died.] 

Charles  Churchill  born.  Daniel 
Defoe  died.  Cowper  born.] 
[Pope’s  Essay  on  Man.  John  Gay 
died.] 

The  Poet’s  father  died.  Left  Maid¬ 
stone  where  he  had  been  educated 
up  to  this  date. 

At  a  School  in  Durham  where  he 
remained  till  1739. 

James  Macpherson  born.] 

^Edward  Gibbon  born.] 

Admitted  to  Pembroke  Hall,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Oct.  30th.  [Hume’s  Treatise 
on  Human  Nature.] 
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20 


22 

23 


24-25 


25 

26 


27 
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31 


[Richardson’s  Pamela.  Hume’s  Es¬ 
says.  James  Boswell  born.] 

[Fielding’s  Joseph  Andrews.  Richard 
Bentley  died.] 

[Alexander  Pope  died.] 

Elected  a  Fellow  of  Pembroke  Hall, 
July  3.  [Hannah  More  born. 
Swift  died.] 

Contributed  to  The  Museum ,  or  the 
Literary  and  Historical  Register , 
3  vols. 

Graduated  Master  of  Arts ;  wrote 
comedy,  A  Trip  to  Cambridge. 

Contributed  to  The  Student.  Fables 
and  Essays  (2  vols.)  publ.  [Smol¬ 
lett’s  Roderick  Random.  Izaac 
Watts  died.  Jeremy  Bentham 
born.] 

[Johnson’s  Vanity  of  Human  Wishes , 
and  Irene.] 

The  Horatian  Canons  of  Frie?tdship 
publ.  Won  the  Seatonian  prize 
for  a  poem  On  the  Eternity  of  the 
Supreme  Being. 

Again  won  the  Seatonian  prize.  Con¬ 
tributed  to  The  Midwife,  or  the  Old 
Wo7nan,s  Magazine.  Confined  in 
Bethlehem  Hospital.  [Gray’s 
Elegy.  Lord  Bolingbroke  died.] 

Again  won  the  Seatonian  prize. 
Poems  on  Several  Occasio?is  publ. 
[Thos.  Chatterton  born.] 

Won,  for  the  fourth  time,  the  Seaton¬ 
ian  prize.  The  Smartiad  publ. 
Quitted  College  ;  married  Anna 
Maria  Carnan,  step-daughter  of 
Newbery  the  publisher,  and  re¬ 
moved  to  London,  where  he  made 
the  acquaintance  of  Johnson  and 
other  literati. 
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32 
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34 
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37 

39 
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42 
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44 

46 

47 


The  Hilliad  publ.  [Berkley  died.] 

[Richardson’s  Sir  Charles  Grandi- 
son.  Geo.  Crabbe  born.  Henry 
Fielding  died.] 

For  the  fifth  time  won  the  Seatonian 
prize.  A  conductor  of  The  Uni¬ 
versal  Visiter.  Attacked  by  in¬ 
sanity  and  confined  in  an  hospital. 

The  Works  of  Horace  translated  in¬ 
to  English  Verse  publ.  His  prize 
poems  publ.,  1756-8.  [William 
Godwin  born.] 

[Dyer’s  The  Fleece.  Colley  Cibber 
died.  William  Blake  born.] 

[Johnson’s  Rasselas.  Sterne’s  Tris¬ 
tram  Shandy ,  Vol.  I.,  II.  Robert 
Burns  born.] 

Wrote  a  Prologue  and  Epilogue  to 

Othello. 

[William  Cobbett  born.] 

Once  more  confined  in  a  madhouse. 
A  Song  to  David  and  Poems  publ. 
[Shenstone  died.  Samuel  Rogers 
born.] 

Released  from  hospital.  Hannah , 
an  Oratorio  publ.  Ode  to  the  Earl 
of  Northumberland  publ. 

A  New  Version  of  the  Psalms  publ. 
A  Poetical  Translation  of  the 
Fables  of  Phaedrus  publ.  [Gold¬ 
smith’s  Traveller.  Percy’s  Re- 
liques.  Walpole’s  Castle  of  Otranto. 
Edward  Young  died.] 

[Goldsmith’s  Vicar  of  W akefield. 
Robert  Bloomfield  born.] 

The  Parables  of  Our  Lord  and 
Saviour  fesus  Christ  in  Familiar 
Verse  publ. 

[Falconer  (author  of  The  Shipwreck) 
died.] 
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JET. 

48 

49 


[Wordsworth  born.  Goldsmith’s 
Deserted  Village.  George  Cann¬ 
ing  born.] 

Committed  to  King’s  Bench  prison 
for  debt,  where  he  died  May  21st, 
and  was  buried  in  St  Paul’s 
churchyard. 
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A  Song  to  David 

Argument.  Invocation,  i-iii.  The  excellence  and  lustre  of 
Davids  character  {in  twelve  points  of  view),  proved  from  the 
history  of  his  life,  iv-xvi.  He  consecrates  his  genius  for 
consolation  and  edification -.—The  subjects  he  made  choice  of— 
the  Supreme  Being — angels,  men  of  renown,  the  works  of  nature 
in  all  directions ,  either  particularly  or  collectively  considered, 
xvii-xxvi.  He  obtains  power  over  infernal  spirits,  and  the 
malignity  of  his  enemies ;  wins  the  heart  of  Michal,  xxvii-xxix. 
Shows  that  the  pillars  of  knowledge  are  the  monuments  of  God's 
works  in  the  first  week,  xxx-xxxvii. 

An  exercise  upon  the  Decalogue,  xl-xlix.  The  transcendent 
virtue  of  praise  and  adoration,  1-li.  An  exercise  upon  the 
seasons  and.  the  right  use  of  them,  lii-lxiii.  An  exercise  upon  the 
senses,  and  how  to  subdue  them,  lxiv-lxxi.  An  amplification  in 
five  degrees,  which  is  wrought  up  to  this  conclusion  : — That  the 
best  poet  who  ever  lived,  was  thought  worthy  of  the  highest  honour 
which  possibly  can  be  conceived,  as  the  Saviour  of  the  world  was 
ascribed  to  his  house,  and  called  his  son  in  the  body,  lxxii. 
The  End. 


I 

O  THOU,  that  sitt’st  upon  a  throne, 

With  harp  of  high,  majestic  tone, 

To  praise  the  King  of  kings  : 

And  voice  of  heaven-ascending  swell, 

Which,  while  its  deeper  notes  excel,  5 

Clear  as  a  clarion  rings  ; 

II 

To  bless  each  valley,  grove,  and  coast, 

And  charm  the  cherubs  to  the  post 
Of  gratitude  in  throngs  ; 

To  keep  the  days  on  Zion’s  Mount,  10 

And  send  the  Year  to  his  account, 

With  dances  and  with  songs  : 
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hi 

O  servant  of  God’s  holiest  charge, 

The  minister  of  praise  at  large, 

Which  thou  mayst  now  receive  ; 

From  thy  blest  mansion  hail  and  hear, 
From  topmost  eminence  appear 
To  this  the  wreath  I  weave. 

IV 

Great,  valiant,  pious,  good,  and  clean, 
Sublime,  contemplative,  serene. 

Strong,  constant,  pleasant,  wise  ! 
Bright  effluence  of  exceeding  grace  ; 
Best  man  !  the  swiftness  and  the  race, 
The  peril  and  the  prize  ! 

V 

Great — from  the  lustre  of  his  crown, 
From  Samuel’s  horn,  and  God’s  renown, 
Which  is  the  people’s  voice  ; 

For  all  the  host,  from  rear  to  van, 
Applauded  and  embraced  the  man — 
The  man  of  God’s  own  choice. 

VI 

Valiant — the  word,  and  up  he  rose  : 

The  fight — he  triumphed  o’er  the  foes 
Whom  God’s  just  laws  abhor  ; 

And,  armed  in  gallant  faith,  he  took 
Against  the  boaster,  from  the  brook, 
The  weapons  of  the  war. 

VII 

Pious — magnificent  and  grand, 

’Twas  he  the  famous  temple  plann’d, 
(The  seraph  in  his  soul : ) 

Foremost  to  give  the  Lord  his  dues, 
Foremost  to  bless  the  welcome  news, 
And  foremost  to  condole. 


A  Song  to  David 

VIII 

Good — from  Jehudah’s  genuine  vein, 

From  God’s  best  nature,  good  in  grain, 

His  aspect  and  his  heart : 

To  pity,  to  forgive,  to  save, 

Witness  En-gedi’s  conscious  cave, 

And  Shimei’s  blunted  dart. 

IX 

Clean — if  perpetual  prayer  be  pure, 

And  love,  which  could  itself  inure 
To  fasting  and  to  fear — 

Clean  in  his  gestures,  hands  and  feet, 

To  smite  the  lyre,  the  dance  complete, 

To  play  the  sword  and  spear. 

X 

Sublime — invention  ever  young, 

Of  vast  conception,  tow’ring  tongue, 

To  God  the  eternal  theme  ; 

Notes  from  yon  exaltations  caught, 

Unrivall’d  royalty  of  thought, 

O’er  meaner  strains  supreme. 

XI 

Contemplative — on  God  to  fix 
His  musings,  and  above  the  six 
The  Sabbath-day  he  blessed  ; 

’Twas  then  his  thoughts  self-conquest  pruned, 
And  heavenly  melancholy  tuned, 

To  bless  and  bear  the  rest. 

XII 

Serene — to  sow  the  seeds  of1  peace, 
Remembering,  when  he  watched  the  fleece, 
How  sweetly  Kidron  purled — 

To  further  knowledge,  silence  vice, 

And  plant  perpetual  paradise, 

When  God  had  calmed  the  world. 
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XIII 

Strong— in  the  Lord,  who  could  defy 
Satan,  and  all  his  powers  that  lie 
In  sempiternal  night  ; 

And  hell,  and  horror,  and  despair 
Were  as  the  lion  and  the  bear 
To  his  undaunted  might. 

XIV 

Constant — in  love  to  God,  THE  TRUTH, 
Age,  manhood,  infancy,  and  youth  : 

To  Jonathan  his  friend 
Constant,  beyond  the  verge  of  death  ; 
And  Ziba,  and  Mephibosheth, 

His  endless  fame  attend. 

xv 

Pleasant — and  various  as  the  year  ; 

Man,  soul,  and  angel  without  Peer, 

Priest,  champion,  sage,  and  boy  ; 

In  armour  or  in  ephod  clad, 

His  pomp,  his  piety  was  glad  ; 

Majestic  was  his  joy. 

XVI 

Wise — in  recovery  from  his  fall, 

Whence  rose  his  eminence  o’er  all, 

Of  all  the  most  reviled  ; 

The  light  of  Israel  in  his  ways, 

Wise  are  his  precepts,  prayer,  and  praise, 
And  counsel  to  his  child. 

XVII 

His  muse,  bright  angel  of  his  verse, 

Gives  balm  for  all  the  thorns  that  pierce, 
For  all  the  pangs  that  rage  ; 

Blest  light,  still  gaining  on  the  gloom, 
The  more  than  Michal  of  his  bloom, 

The  Abishag  of  his  age. 
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XVIII 

He  sang  of  God — the  mighty  source 
Of  all  things — the  stupendous  force 
On  which  all  strength  depends  ;  105 

From  Whose  right  arm,  beneath  Whose  eyes, 

All  period,  power,  and  enterprise 
Commences,  reigns,  and  ends. 

XIX 

Angels — their  ministry  and  meed, 

Which  to  and  fro  with  blessings  speed,  no 

Or  with  their  citterns  wait ; 

Where  Michael,  with  his  millions,  bows, 

Where  dwells  the  seraph  and  his  spouse 
The  cherub  and  her  mate. 

XX 

Of  man — the  semblance  and  effect  1 1 5 

Of  God  and  love — the  saint  elect 
For  infinite  applause — 

To  rule  the  land,  and  briny  broad, 

To  be  laborious  in  his  laud, 

And  heroes  in  his  cause.  120 

xxi 

The  world — the  clustering  spheres  He  made, 

The  glorious  light,  the  soothing  shade, 

Dale,  champaign,  grove,  and  hill ; 

The  multitudinous  abyss, 

Where  Secrecy  remains  in  bliss,  125 

And  Wisdom  hides  her  skill. 

XXII 

Trees,  plants,  and  flowers — of  virtuous  root ; 

Gem  yielding  blossom,  yielding  fruit, 

Choice  gums  and  precious  balm  ; 

Bless  ye  the  nosegay  in  the  vale,  130 

And  with  the  sweetness  of  the  gale 
Enrich  the  thankful  psalm. 
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XXIII 

Of  fowl — even  every  beak  and  wing 
Which  cheer  the  winter,  hail  the  spring, 

That  live  in  peace  or  prey  ;  135 

They  that  make  music,  or  that  mock, 

The  quail,  the  brave  domestic  cock, 

The  raven,  swan,  and  jay. 

XXIV 

Of  fishes — every  size  and  shape, 

Which  nature  frames  of  light  escape,  140 

Devouring  man  to  shun  : 

The  shells  are  in  the  wealthy  deep, 

The  shoals  upon  the  surface  leap, 

And  love  the  glancing  sun. 

XXV 

Of  beasts — the  beaver  plods  his  task  ;  145 

While  the  sleek  tigers  roll  and  bask, 

Nor  yet  the  shades  arouse  ; 

Her  cave  the  mining  coney  scoops  ; 

Where  o’er  the  mead  the  mountain  stoops, 

The  kids  exult  and  browse.  150 

XXVI 

Of  gems — their  virtue  and  their  price, 

Which,  hid  in  earth  from  man’s  device, 

Their  darts  of  lustre  sheathe  ; 

The  jasper  of  the  master’s  stamp, 

The  topaz  blazing  like  a  lamp,  155 

Among  the  mines  beneath. 

XXVII 

Blest  was  the  tenderness  he  felt, 

When  to  his  graceful  harp  he  knelt, 

And  did  for  audience  call ; 

When  Satan  with  his  hand  he  quelled,  160 

And  in  serene  suspense  he  held 
The  frantic  throes  of  Saul. 
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XXVIII 

His  furious  foes  no  more  maligned 
As  he  such  melody  divined, 

And  sense  and  soul  detained  ; 

Now  striking  strong,  now  soothing  soft, 

He  sent  the  godly  sounds  aloft, 

Or  in  delight  refrained. 

XXIX 

When  up  to  heaven  his  thoughts  he  piled 
From  fervent  lips  fair  Michal  smiled, 

As  blush  to  blush  she  stood  ; 

And  chose  herself  the  queen,  and  gave 
Her  utmost  from  her  heart— “so  brave, 

And  plays  his  hymns  so  good.” 

XXX 

The  pillars  of  the  Lord  are  seven, 

Which  stand  from  earth  to  topmost  heaven  ; 

His  wisdom  drew  the  plan  ; 

His  Word  accomplished  the  design, 

From  brightest  gem  to  deepest  mine, 

From  Christ  enthroned  to  Man. 

XXXI 

Alpha,  the  cause  of  causes,  first 
In  station,  fountain,  whence  the  burst 
Of  light  and  blaze  of  day  ; 

Whence  bold  attempt,  and  brave  advance, 
Have  motion,  life,  and  ordinance, 

And  heaven  itself  its  stay. 

XXXII 

Gamma  supports  the  glorious  arch 
On  which  angelic  legions  march, 

And  is  with  sapphires  paved  ; 

Thence  the  fleet  clouds  are  sent  adrift, 

And  thence  the  painted  folds  that  lift 
The  crimson  veil,  are  waved. 

19 


Christopher  Smart 


XXXIII 

Eta  with  living  sculpture  breathes, 

With  verdant  carvings,  flowery  wreaths, 

Of  never-wasting  bloom  ;  195 

In  strong  relief  his  goodly  base 
All  instruments  of  labour  grace, 

The  trowel,  spade,  and  loom, 

xxxiv 

Next  Theta  stands  to  the  Supreme — 

Who  formed  in  number,  sign,  and  scheme,  200 
The  illustrious  lights  that  are  ; 

And  one  addressed  his  saffron  robe, 

And  one,  clad  in  a  silver  globe, 

Held  rule  with  every  star. 

xxxv 

Iota’s  tuned  to  choral  hymns  205 

Of  those  that  fly,  while  he  that  swims 
In  thankful  safety  lurks  ; 

And  foot,  and  chapiter,  and  niche, 

The  various  histories  enrich 

Of  God’s  recorded  works.  210 

xxxvi 

Sigma  presents  the  social  droves 
With  him  that  solitary  roves, 

And  man  of  all  the  chief ; 

Fair  on  whose  face,  and  stately  frame, 

Did  God  impress  His  hallowed  name,  215 

For  ocular  belief. 

XXXVII 

Omega  !  greatest  and  the  best, 

Stands  sacred  to  the  day  of  rest, 

For  gratitude  and  thought ; 

Which  blessed  the  world  upon  his  pole,  220 

And  gave  the  universe  his  goal, 

And  closed  the  infernal  draught. 
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XXXVIII 

O  David,  scholar  of  the  Lord  ! 

Such  is  thy  science,  whence  reward, 

And  infinite  degree  ;  225 

O  strength,  O  sweetness,  lasting  ripe  ! 

God’s  harp  thy  symbol,  and  thy  type 
The  lion  and  the  bee  ! 

xxxix 

There  is  but  One  who  ne’er  rebelled, 

But  One  by  passion  unimpelled,  230 

By  pleasures  unenticed  ; 

He  from  himself  hath  semblance  sent, 

Grand  object  of  his  own  content, 

And  saw  the  God  in  Christ. 

XL 

Tell  them,  I  Am,  Jehovah  said  235 

To  Moses  ;  while  earth  heard  in  dread, 

And,  smitten  to  the  heart, 

At  once  above,  beneath,  around, 

All  Nature,  without  voice  or  sound, 

Replied,  “  O  Lord,  Thou  Art.”  240 

XLI 

Thou  art— to  give  and  to  confirm, 

For  each  his  talent  and  his  term  ; 

All  flesh  thy  bounties  share  : 

Thou  shalt  not  call  thy  brother  fool  : 

The  porches  of  the  Christian  school  245 

Are  meekness,  peace,  and  prayer. 

XLII 

Open  and  naked  of  offence, 

Man’s  made  of  mercy,  soul,  and  sense  : 

God  armed  the  snail  and  wilk  ; 

Be  good  to  him  that  pulls  thy  plough  ; 

Due  food  and  care,  due  rest  allow 
For  her  that  yields  thee  milk. 
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XLIII 

Rise  up  before  the  hoary  head, 

And  God’s  benign  commandment  dread, 

Which  says  thou  shalt  not  die  :  255 

“Not  as  I  will,  but  as  Thou  wilt,” 

Prayed  He,  whose  conscience  knew  no  guilt ; 
With  Whose  blessed  pattern  vie. 

XLIV 

Use  all  thy  passions  !  love  is  thine, 

And  joy,  and  jealousy  divine  ;  260 

Thine  hope’s  eternal  fort, 

And  care  thy  leisure  to  disturb 
With  fear  concupiscence  to  curb, 

And  rapture  to  transport. 

XLV 

Act  simply,  as  occasion  asks  ; 

Put  mellow  wine  in  seasoned  casks  ; 

Till  not  with  ass  and  bull : 

Remember  thy  baptismal  bond  ; 

Keep  from  commixtures  foul  and  fond, 

Nor  work  thy  flax  with  wool. 

XLVI 

Distribute  ;  pay  the  Lord  His  tithe, 

And  make  the  widow’s  heart-strings 
Resort  with  those  that  weep  : 

As  you  from  all  and  each  expect, 

For  all  and  each  thy  love  direct, 

And  render  as  you  reap. 

XLVI  I 

The  slander  and  its  bearer  spurn, 

And  propagating  praise  sojourn, 

To  make  thy  welcome  last ; 

Turn  from  old  Adam  to  the  New  :  280 

By  hope  futurity  pursue  : 

Look  upwards  to  the  past. 
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XLVIII 

Control  thine  eye,  salute  success, 

Honour  the  wiser,  happier  bless, 

And  for  their  neighbour  feel  ;  285 

Grutch  not  of  mammon  and  his  leaven, 

Work  emulation  up  to  heaven 
By  knowledge  and  by  zeal. 

XLIX 

O  David,  highest  in  the  list 

Of  worthies,  on  God’s  ways  insist,  290 

The  genuine  word  repeat ! 

Vain  are  the  documents  of  men, 

And  vain  the  flourish  of  the  pen 
That  keeps  the  fool’s  conceit. 

L 

Praise  above  all — for  praise  prevails  ;  295 

Heap  up  the  measure,  load  the  scales, 

And  good  to  goodness  add  : 

The  generous  soul  her  Saviour  aids, 

But  peevish  obloquy  degrades  ; 

The  Lord  is  great  and  glad.  300 

LI 

For  adoration  all  the  ranks 
Of  Angels  yield  eternal  thanks, 

And  David  in  the  midst : 

With  God’s  good  poor,  which,  last  and  least 
In  man’s  esteem,  Thou  to  Thy  feast,  305 

O  blessed  Bridegroom,  bidst. 

LII 

For  ADORATION  seasons  change, 

And  order,  truth,  and  beauty  range, 

Adjust,  attract,  and  fill  : 

The  grass  the  polyanthus  checks  ;  310 

And  polished  porphyry  reflects, 

By  the  descending  rill. 
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LIII 

Rich  almonds  colour  to  the  prime 
For  ADORATION  ;  tendrils  climb, 

And  fruit-trees  pledge  their  gems  ;  315 

And  Ivis,  with  her  gorgeous  vest, 

Builds  for  her  eggs  her  cunning  nest, 

And  bell-flowers  bow  their  stems. 

LIV 

With  vinous  syrup  cedars  spout ; 

From  rocks  pure  honey  gushing  out,  320 

For  ADORATION  springs  : 

All  scenes  of  painting  crowd  the  map 
Of  nature  ;  to  the  mermaid’s  pap 
The  scaled  infant  clings. 

LV 

The  spotted  ounce  and  playsome  cubs  325 

Run  rustling  ’rnong  the  flowering  shrubs, 

And  lizards  feed  the  moss  ; 

For  adoration  beasts  embark, 

While  waves  upholding  halcyon’s  ark 

No  longer  roar  and  toss.  330 

LVI 

While  Israel  sits  beneath  his  fig, 

With  coral  root  and  amber  sprig 
The  weaned  adventurer  sports  ; 

Where  to  the  palm  the  jasmine  cleaves, 

For  adoration  ’mong  the  leaves  335 

The  gale  his  peace  reports. 

LVI  1 

Increasing  days  their  reign  exalt, 

Nor  in  the  pink  and  mottled  vault 
The  opposing  spirits  tilt ; 

And  by  the  coasting  reader  spied,  340 

The  silverlings  and  crusions  glide 
For  ADORATION  gilt. 
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LVIII 

For  ADORATION  ripening  canes, 

And  cocoa’s  purest  milk  detains 

The  western  pilgrim’s  staff  ;  345 

Where  rain  in  clasping  boughs  enclosed, 

And  vines  with  oranges  disposed, 

Embower  the  social  laugh. 

LIX 

Now  labour  his  reward  receives, 

For  ADORATION  counts  his  sheaves,  350 

To  peace,  her  bounteous  prince  ; 

The  nect’rine  his  strong  tint  imbibes, 

And  apples  of  ten  thousand  tribes, 

And  quick  peculiar  quince. 

LX 

The  wealthy  crops  of  whitening  rice  355 

’Mongst  thyine  woods  and  groves  of  spice, 

For  adoration  grow  ; 

And,  marshalled  in  the  fenced  land, 

The  peaches  and  pomegranates  stand, 

Where  wild  carnations  blow.  360 

LXI 

The  laurels  with  the  winter  strive  ; 

The  crocus  burnishes  alive 
Upon  the  snow-clad  earth  ; 

For  ADORATION  myrtles  stay 
To  keep  the  garden  from  dismay,  365 

And  bless  the  sight  from  dearth. 

LXII 

The  pheasant  shows  his  pompous  neck  ; 

And  ermine,  jealous  of  a  speck, 

With  fear  eludes  offence  : 

The  sable,  with  his  glossy  pride,  37° 

For  ADORATION  is  descried, 

Where  frosts  the  waves  condense. 
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LXIII. 

The  cheerful  holly,  pensive  yew, 

And  holy  thorn,  their  trim  renew  ; 

The  squirrel  hoards  his  nuts  ; 

All  creatures  batten  o’er  their  stores, 
And  careful  nature  all  her  doors 
For  ADORATION  shuts. 

LXIV 

For  adoration,  David’s  Psalms 
Lift  up  the  heart  to  deeds  of  alms  ; 

And  he,  who  kneels  and  chants, 
Prevails  his  passions  to  control, 

Finds  meat  and  medicine  to  the  soul, 
Which  for  translation  pants. 

LXV 

For  adoration,  beyond  match, 

The  scholar  bullfinch  aims  to  catch 
The  soft  flute’s  ivory  touch  ; 

And,  careless,  on  the  hazel  spray 
The  daring  redbreast  keeps  at  bay 
The  damsel’s  greedy  clutch. 

LXVI 

For  adoration,  in  the  skies, 

The  Lord’s  philosopher  espies 
The  dog,  the  ram,  and  rose  ; 

The  planet’s  ring,  Orion’s  sword  ; 

Nor  is  his  greatness  less  adored 
In  the  vile  worm  that  glows. 

LXVII 

For  ADORATION,  on  the  strings 
The  western  breezes  work  their  wings, 
The  captive  ear  to  soothe — 

Hark  !  ’tis  a  voice — how  still,  and  small 
That  makes  the  cataracts  to  fall, 

Or  bids  the  sea  be  smooth  ! 
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LXVIII 

For  adoration,  incense  comes 
From  bezoar,  and  Arabian  gums, 

And  from  the  civet’s  fur  : 

But  as  for  prayer,  or  e’er  it  faints, 

Far  better  is  the  breath  of  saints 
Than  galbanum  or  myrrh. 

LXIX 

For  adoration,  from  the  down 
Of  damsons  to  th’  anana’s  crown, 

God  sends  to  tempt  the  taste  ; 

And  while  the  luscious  zest  invites 
The  sense,  that  in  the  scene  delights, 
Commands  desire  be  chaste. 

LXX 

For  ADORATION,  all  the  paths 
Of  grace  are  open,  all  the  baths, 

Of  purity  refresh ; 

And  all  the  rays  of  glory  beam 
To  deck  the  man  of  God’s  esteem, 
Who  triumphs  o’er  the  flesh. 

LXXI 

For  ADORATION,  in  the  dome 
Of  CHRIST,  the  sparrows  find  a  home  ; 

And  on  his  olives  perch  : 

The  swallow  also  dwells  with  thee, 

O  man  of  God’s  humility, 

Within  his  Saviour’s  CHURCH. 

LXX  1 1 

Sweet  is  the  dew  that  falls  betimes, 
And  drops  upon  the  leafy  limes  ; 

Sweet,  Hermon’s  fragrant  air  : 

Sweet  is  the  lily’s  silver  bell, 

And  sweet  the  wakeful  tapers’  smell 
That  watch  for  early  prayer. 
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LXXIII 

Sweet  the  young  nurse,  with  love  intense, 

Which  smiles  o’er  sleeping  innocence  ; 

Sweet  when  the  lost  arrive  :  435 

Sweet  the  musician’s  ardour  beats, 

While  his  vague  mind’s  in  quest  of  sweets, 

The  choicest  flowers  to  hive. 

LXXIV 

Sweeter,  in  all  the  strains  of  love, 

The  language  of  thy  turtle-dove,  440 

Paired  to  thy  swelling  chord  ; 

Sweeter,  with  every  grace  endued, 

The  glory  of  thy  gratitude 
Respired  unto  the  Lord. 

LXXV 

Strong  is  the  horse  upon  his  speed  ;  445 

Strong  in  pursuit  the  rapid  glede, 

Which  makes  at  once  his  game  : 

Strong  the  tall  ostrich  on  the  ground  ; 

Strong  through  the  turbulent  profound 

Shoots  Xiphias  to  his  aim.  450 

LXXVI 

Strong  is  the  lion — like  a  coal 
His  eyeball — like  a  bastion’s  mole 
His  chest  against  the  foes  : 

Strong  the  gier-eagle  on  his  sail, 

Strong  against  tide  the  enormous  whale  455 
Emerges  as  he  goes. 

LXXVII 

But  stronger  still  in  earth  and  air, 

And  in  the  sea,  the  man  of  prayer, 

And  far  beneath  the  tide  : 

And  in  the  seat  to  faith  assigned,  460 

Where  ask  is  have,  where  seek  is  find, 

Where  knock  is  open  wide. 
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LXXVIII 

Beauteous  the  fleet  before  the  gale  ; 

Beauteous  the  multitudes  in  mail, 

Ranked  arms,  and  crested  heads  ;  465 

Beauteous  the  garden’s  umbrage  mild, 

Walk,  water,  meditated  wild, 

And  all  the  bloomy  beds. 

LXXIX 

Beauteous  the  moon  full  on  the  lawn  ; 

And  beauteous  when  the  veil’s  withdrawn,  470 
The  virgin  to  her  spouse  : 

Beauteous  the  temple,  decked  and  filled, 

When  to  the  heaven  of  heavens  they  build 
Their  heart-directed  vows. 

LXXX 

Beauteous,  yea  beauteous  more  than  these,  475 
The  Shepherd  King  upon  his  knees, 

For  his  momentous  trust ; 

With  wish  of  infinite  conceit, 

For  man,  beast,  mute,  the  small  and  great, 

And  prostrate  dust  to  dust.  480 

LXXX  1 

Precious  the  bounteous  widow’s  mite  ; 

And  precious,  for  extreme  delight, 

The  largess  from  the  churl : 

Precious  the  ruby’s  blushing  blaze, 

And  alba’s  blest  imperial  rays,  485 

And  pure  cerulean  pearl. 

LXXXII 

Precious  the  penitential  tear  ; 

And  precious  is  the  sigh  sincere  ; 

Acceptable  to  God  : 

And  precious  are  the  winning  flowers,  490 

In  gladsome  Israel’s  feast  of  bowers, 

Bound  on  the  hallowed  sod. 
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LXXXIII 

More  precious  that  diviner  part 
Of  David,  even  the  Lord’s  own  heart, 

Great,  beautiful,  and  new  ;  495 

In  all  things  where  it  was  intent, 

In  all  extremes,  in  each  event, 

Proof — answering  true  to  true. 

LXXXIV 

Glorious  the  sun  in  mid  career  ; 

Glorious  th’  assembled  fires  appear  ;  500 

Glorious  the  comet’s  train  : 

Glorious  the  trumpet  and  alarm  ; 

Glorious  th’  Almighty’s  stretched-out  arm  ; 
Glorious  th’  enraptured  main  : 

LXXXV 

Glorious  the  northern  lights  a-stream  ;  505 

Glorious  the  song,  when  God’s  the  theme  ; 

Glorious  the  thunder’s  roar  : 

Glorious  Hosannah  from  the  den  ; 

Glorious  the  catholic  Amen  ; 

Glorious  the  martyr’s  gore  :  510 

LXXXVI 

Glorious, — more  glorious,  is  the  crown 
Of  Him  that  brought  salvation  down, 

By  meekness  called  thy  Son  : 

Thou  that  stupendous  truth  believed  ; — 

And  now  the  matchless  deed’s  achieved,  515 
Determined,  dared,  and  done. 
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an  Eagle  confined  in  a  College 
Court 

i 

Imperial  bird,  who  wont  to  soar 
High  o’er  the  rolling  cloud, 

Where  Hyperborean  mountains  hoar 
Their  heads  in  ether  shroud  ; — 

Thou  servant  of  almighty  Jove, 

Who,  free  and  swift  as  thought,  could’st  rove 
To  the  bleak  north’s  extremest  goal ; — 

Thou,  who  magnanimous  could’st  bear 
The  sovereign  thunderer’s  arms  in  air, 

And  shake  thy  native  pole  ! 

II 

O,  cruel  fate  !  What  barbarous  hand, 

What  more  than  Gothic  ire, 

At  some  fierce  tyrant’s  dread  command, 

To  check  thy  daring  fire, 

Has  placed  thee  in  this  servile  cell, 

Where  discipline  and  dulness  dwell, 

Where  genius  ne’er  was  seen  to  roam  ; 

Where  every  selfish  soul’s  at  rest, 

Nor  ever  quits  the  carnal  breast, 

But  lurks  and  sneaks  at  home  ! 

Ill 

Though  dimm’d  thine  eye,  and  dipt  thy  wing, 

So  grov’ling  !  once  so  great  ! 

The  grief-inspired  Muse  shall  sing 
In  tenderest  lays  thy  fate. 
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What  time  by  thee  scholastic  pride 
Takes  his  precise  pedantic  stride, 

Nor  on  thy  mis’ry  casts  a  care, 

The  stream  of  love  ne’er  from  his  heart 
Flows  out,  to  act  fair  pity’s  part ; 

But  stinks  and  stagnates  there. 

IV 

Yet  useful  still,  hold  to  the  throng — 
Hold  the  reflecting  glass, — 

That  not  untutor’d  at  thy  wrong 
The  passenger  may  pass  ! 

Thou  type  of  wit  and  sense  confined, 
Cramp’d  by  the  oppressors  of  the  mind, 
Who  study  downward  on  the  ground  ; 
Type  of  the  fall  of  Greece  and  Rome  ; 
While  more  than  mathematic  gloom 
Envelops  all  around. 


Hymn  to  the  Supreme  Being 

On  Recovery  from  a  severe  fit  of  Illness 

i 

When  Israel’s  ruler  1  on  the  royal  bed 
In  anguish  and  in  perturbation  lay, 

The  down  reliev’d  not  his  anointed  head, 

And  rest  gave  place  to  horror  and  dismay. 

Fast  flow’d  the  tears,  high  heav’d  each  gasping  sigh 
When  God’s  own  prophet  thunder’d — “  Monarch,  thou  must 
die.” 


II 

And  must  I  go,  th’  illustrious  mourner  cry’d, 

I  who  have  serv’d  Thee  still  in  faith  and  truth, 
Whose  snow-white  conscience  no  foul  crime  has  dyed 
From  youth  to  manhood,  infancy  to  youth  ; 

Like  David,  who  have  still  rever’d  Thy  word 
The  sovereign  of  myself  and  servant  of  the  Lord 
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in 

The  Judge  Almighty  heard  His  suppliant’s  moan, 

Repeal’d  his  sentence,  and  his  health  restor’d  ; 

The  beams  of  mercy  on  his  temples  shone, 

Shot  from  that  Heaven  to  which  his  sighs  had  soar'd  ; 
The  Sun2  retreated  at  his  Maker’s  nod, 

And  miracles  confirm  the  genuine  work  of  God. 

IV 

But,  O  immortals  ! — What  had  I  to  plead 

When  Death  stood  o’er  me  with  his  threat’ning  lance, 
When  reason  left  me  in  the  time  of  need, 

And  sense  was  lost  in  terror  or  in  trance  ? 

My  sinking  soul  was  with  my  blood  inflamed, 

And  the  celestial  image  sunk,  defaced  and  maim’d. 

V 

I  sent  back  memory,  in  heedful  guise, 

To  search  the  records  of  preceding  years  ; 

Home,  like  the  raven3  to  the  ark,  she  flies, 

Croaking  bad  tidings  to  my  trembling  ears. 

O  Sun,  again  that  thy  retreat  was  made, 

And  threw  my  follies  back  into  the  friendly  shade  ! 

VI 

But  who  are  they  that  bid  affliction  cease  ? — 

Redemption  and  forgiveness,  heavenly  sounds  ! 

Behold  the  dove  that  brings  the  branch  of  peace, 

Behold  the  balm  that  heals  the  gaping  wounds. 
Vengeance  divine’s  by  penitence  supprest : 

She  struggles4  with  the  angel,  conquers,  and  is  blest. 

VII 

Yet  hold,  Presumption,  nor  too  fondly  climb  ; 

And  thou  too  hold,  O  horrible  Despair  ! 

In  man  humility’s  alone  sublime, 

Who  diffidently  hopes  he’s  Christ’s  own  care. 

O  all-sufficient  Lamb  !  in  death’s  dread  hour 

Thy  merits  who  shall  slight,  or  who  can  doubt  Thy  power  ? 
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VIII 

But  soul-rejoicing  health  again  returns, 

The  blood  meanders  gentle  in  each  vein, 

The  lamp  of  life  renew’d  with  vigour  burns, 

And  exiled  reason  takes  her  seat  again  : — 

Brisk  leaps  the  heart,  the  mind’s  at  large  once  more, 

To  love,  to  praise,  to  bless,  to  wonder  and  adore. 

IX 

The  virtuous  partner  of  my  nuptial  bands 
Appear’d  a  widow  to  my  frantic  sight ; 

My  little  prattlers,  lifting  up  their  hands, 

Beckon  me  back  to  them,  to  life,  to  light ; 

I  come,  ye  spotless  sweets  !  I  come  again, 

Nor  have  your  tears  been  shed,  nor  have  ye  knelt  in  vain. 

x 

All  glory  to  the  Eternal,  to  the  Immense, 

All  glory  to  the  Omniscient  and  Good, 

Whose  power’s  uncircumscrib’d,  Whose  love’s  intense  ; 

But  yet  Whose  justice  ne’er  could  be  withstood, 

Except  through  Him — through  Him,  Who  stands  alone, 
Of  worth,  of  weight  allow’d  for  all  Mankind  to  atone  ! 

XI 

He  raised  the  lame,  the  lepers  He  made  whole, 

He  fixed  the  palsied  nerves  of  weak  decay, 

He  drove  out  Satan  from  the  tortured  soul, 

And  to  the  blind  gave  or  restored  the  day  ; — 

Nay,  more, — far  more  unequall’d  pangs  sustain’d, 

Till  His  last  fallen  flock  His  taintless  blood  regain’d. 

XII 

My  feeble  feet  refused  my  body’s  weight, 

Nor  would  my  eyes  admit  the  glorious  light ; 

My  nerves,  convuls’d,  shook  fearful  of  their  fate  ; 

My  mind  lay  open  to  the  powers  of  night. 

He,  pitying,  did  a  second  birth  bestow  : 

A  birth  of  joy — not  like  the  first  of  tears  and  woe. 
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XIII 

Ye  strengthen’d  feet,  forth  to  His  altar  move; 
t  Quicken,  ye  new-strung  nerves,  th’  enraptur’d  lyre ; 

Ye  heaven-directed  eyes,  o’erflow  with  love  ; 

Glow,  glow,  my  soul,  with  pure  seraphic  fire  ; 

Deeds,  thoughts,  and  words  no  more  His  mandates  break, 
But  to  His  endless  glory  work,  conceive  and  speak. 

XIV 

O  Penitence  !— to  virtue  near  allied, 

Thou  canst  new  joys  e’en  to  the  blest  impart ; 

The  listening  Angels  lay  their  harps  aside 
To  hear  the  music  of  thy  contrite  heart ; 

And  Heaven  itself  wears  a  more  radiant  face, 

When  Charity  presents  thee  to  the  Throne  of  grace. 


XV 

Chief  of  metallic  forms  is  regal  gold  ;  5 
Of  elements,  the  limpid  fount  that  flows  ; 

Give  me  ’mongst  gems  the  brilliant  to  behold  ; 

O’er  Flora’s  flock  imperial  is  the  rose  : 

Above  all  birds  the  sovereign  eagle  soars  ; 

And  monarch  of  the  field  the  lordly  lion  roars. 

XVI 

What  can  with  great  Leviathan  compare, 

Who  takes  his  pastime  in  the  mighty  main  ? 

What,  like  the  Sun,  shines  through  the  realms  of  air, 

And  gilds  and  glorifies  th’  ethereal  plain  ? — 

Yet  what  are  these  to  man,  who  bears  the  sway? 

For  all  was  made  for  him — to  serve  and  to  obey. 

XVII 

Thus  in  high  Heaven  Charity  is  great, 

Faith,  Hope,  Devotion  hold  a  lower  place  ; 

On  her  the  cherubs  and  the  seraphs  wait, 

Her,  every  virtue  courts,  and  every  grace  ; 

See  !  on  the  right,  close  by  the  Almighty’s  throne, 

In  Him  she  shines  confess’d,  Who  came  to  make  her  known. 

35 


Appendix 


XVIII 

Deep-rooted  in  my  heart  then  let  her  grow, 

That  for  the  past  the  future  may  atone  ; 

That  I  may  act  what  Thou  hast  given  to  know, 

That  I  may  live  for  Thee,  and  Thee  alone  ; — 

And  justify  those  sweetest  words  from  Heaven, 

“That  he  shall  love  Thee  most,  to  whom  Thou’st  most 
forgiven.”  6 

1  Hezekiah  vi.  ;  Isaiah  xxxviii.  i.  2  Isaiah  xxxviii.  8. 

3  Genesis  viii.  7.  4  Genesis  xxxii.  24-28. 

5  Pindar,  Olyinf.  i.  1.  6  Luke  vii.  41-43. 
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Notes  to  the  Song 


Lines. 

22.  Cf.  Milton  [Par.  Lost,  iii.  6) — “Bright  effluence  of 
bright  essence  increate.” 

35.  The  boaster :  Goliath.  See  1  Samuel  xvii. 

43.  Jehudah  :  Judah. 

hi.  Citterns  are  harp-like  instruments.  The  word  is  not 
unfrequently  spelt  cithern.  See  1  Maccabees  iv.  54. 

1 1 8.  And  briny  broad :  There  is  a  breadth  of  suggestiveness 
in  this  phrase,  which  is  rare  in  the  literature  of 
Smart’s  time.  Cf.  1.  49. 

175.  The  Pillars  of  the  Lord  are  seven:  and  “the  monu¬ 
ments  of  God’s  works  in  the  first  week,”  being  named 
in  the  succeeding  stanzas,  Alpha  (st.  31),  Gamma 
(st.  32),  Eta  (st.  33),  Theta  (st.  34),  Iota  (st.  35), 
Sigma  (st.  36),  Omega  (st.  37).  See  Genesis  i.  3-28  ; 
and  ii.  2,  3. 

286.  Grutch  :  doubtless  used  in  the  sense  of  envy. 

316.  Ivis :  the  humming-bird.  (Author’s  Note.) 

325.  The  spotted  ounce:  a  carnivorous  animal  of  Asia, 
somewhat  resembling  a  small  leopard. 

328.  For  Adoration  beasts  embark:  “There  is  a  large 
quadruped  which  preys  upon  fish,  and  provides  himself 
with  a  piece  of  timber  for  that  purpose,  with  which 
he  is  very  handy.”  (Author’s  Note.) 

341.  Silverlings  and  crusions  are  fish  ;  the  former  may  mean 
“  silver  ”  trout,  the  latter  the  kind  spoken  of  by  Isaac 
Walton’s  Editor,  Hawkins  (see  “Complete  Angler,” 
Nicolas’s  Ed.,  1903,  p.  192) :  “  Since  Walton  wrote, 
there  has  been  brought  into  England  from  Germany 
a  species  of  small  fish,  resembling  carp  in  shape  and 
colour,  called  Crucians  ;  with  which  many  ponds  are 
now  plentifully  stocked.” 

356.  Thyme:  sweet,  precious.  See  Rev.  xviii.  12. 

370.  The  sable  :  a  small  weasel. 

394.  The  planet’s  ring :  the  ring  of  Saturn. 

395-6.  Cf.  Shelley  ( Epipsychidion ,  11.  128-9) 
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Lines. 

“  The  spirit  of  the  worm  beneath  the  sod, 

In  love  and  worship,  blends  itself  with  God.” 

397-9.  On  the  strings ,  etc.  :  i.e.  of  the  /Eolian  harp. 

404.  Bezoar  is  a  concretion  found  in  the  intestines  of 
certain  animals  (especially  ruminants). 

407.  Breath:  At  least  one  other  ed.  reads  “  prayer.” 

408.  Galbanum  was  one  of  the  ingredients  of  sacred 

incense.  See  Exodus  xxx.  34. 

410.  Anana:  a  species  of  pine-apple. 

446.  Glede :  the  hawk.  See  Deut.  xiv.  13. 

449.  Cf.  with  1.  1 1 8. 

450.  Xiphias :  the  sword-fish.  (Author’s  Note. ) 

454.  Gier-eagle :  a  kind  of  eagle  or  vulture.  See  Leviticus 
xi.  18  ;  and  Deuteronomy  xiv.  17. 
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Scripture  References 


Lines. 

2-3.  Psalm  xxxiii.  3  ;  xlix.  4. 

4-6.  2  Samuel  xxiii.  1. 

7-12.  Psalm  civ. 

12.  2  Samuel  vi.  16. 

13.  Psalm  lxxxix.  3. 

13-15.  2  Samuel  xvi.  13. 

19.  2  Samuel  xxii.  36. 

22-24.  1  Samuel  xvi.  18  ;  xviii.  7  ;  xxvi.  6. 

25-26.  2  Samuel  xxii.  3  ;  Psalm  xviii.  2. 

30.  I  Kings  xi.  34. 

32.  2  Samuel  xxii.  38-43. 

34-36.  1  Samuel  xvii.  40,  48. 

37-39.  1  Chronicles  xxviii.  if,  12,  19 
40-42.  Psalm  cvii. 

43-45.  1  Samuel  xxv.  32-35  ;  1  Kings  xi.  4. 

47.  I  Samuel  xxiv.  1  - 1 5. 

48.  2  Samuel  xvi.  13. 

49-50.  Psalm  li. 

55.  Psalm  ciii. 

61-62.  Psalm  viii.  ;  xix.  ;  lvii.  7  ;  cviii.  1  ;  cxii.  7. 

68.  1  Samuel  xvii.  15. 

73-75.  Psalm  xxvii.  ;  xlvi. 

77.  1  Samuel  xvii.  36. 

79.  Psalm  xcv. 

81-82.  1  Samuel  xviii.  1-3  ;  xxiii.  16-18. 

83.  2  Samuel  ix.  10 ;  xvi.  4  ;  xix.  29. 

85.  Psalm  civ.  ;  cxlv. 

88-90.  1  Samuel  xxiii.  9  ;  xxx.  7  ;  2  Samuel  vi.  14. 

91.  2  Samuel  xii.  13-20. 

94-95.  1  Chronicles  xxii.  6-19. 

96.  1  Kings  ii.  1-4;  1  Chronicles  xxviii.  9-21. 

101.  1  Samuel  xviii.  20. 

102.  1  Kings  i.  1-5  ;  Psalm  lxxxix.  1  ;  lxix.  30. 
109- 1 10.  Psalm  xxxiv.  7  ;  xci.  11  ;  ciii.  20. 

115-119.  Psalm  viii.  ;  cxliv.  3,  4. 
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Lines. 

1 1 8 .  Psalm  civ.  25. 

121-123.  Psalm  civ. 

I33* 1 35-  Psalm  cxlviii.  10. 

137.  Psalm  lxxviii.  27. 

138.  Psalm  cxlvii.  9. 

1 39- 1 44.  Psalm  civ.  25. 

148.  Psalm  civ.  18. 

1 57- 1 59.  Psalm  xliii.  4. 

157-162.  I  Samuel  xvi.  23. 

169-171,  1  Samuel  xviii.  20. 

1 8 1  - 1 86.  Genesis  i.  2-5. 

187-192.  Genesis  i.  6-8. 

193-198.  Genesis  i.  9-13. 

199-204.  Genesis  i.  14- 19. 

201.  Psalm  cxxxvi.  7,  8,  9. 

205-210.  Genesis  i.  20-23. 

211-216.  Genesis  i.  24-31. 

217-222.  Genesis  ii.  1-3. 

222.  Genesis  viii. 

235-240.  Exodus  vi.  3. 

245-246.  Matthew  v.  5,  9. 

250.  Deuteronomy  xxv.  4. 

251-252.  Proverbs  xii.  10. 

253.  Leviticus  xix.  32. 

256-257.  Mark  xvi.  36  ;  Luke  xxii.  42  ;  John  v.  30  ;  vi.  38. 

267.  Deuteronomy  xxii.  10,  11. 

268.  Romans  vi.  2-4. 

270.  Leviticus  xix.  19. 

271.  Leviticus  xxvii.  30. 

272.  James  i.  27. 

273.  Romans  xii.  15. 

274-276.  Matthew  vii.  ;  xii.  ;  Luke  vi.  31. 

280.  1  Corinthians  xv.  45. 

283.  Matthew  v.  28. 

286.  Matthew  vi.  24. 

291.  Psalm  cxix. 

301-302.  Psalm  ciii.  20-22. 

304-306.  Luke  xiv.  21. 

331.  Micah  iv.  4. 

384.  Psalm  xlii.  1. 

408.  Ecclesiasticus  xxiv.  15. 

421-426.  Psalm  lxxxiv.  3. 

429,  Psalm  lxxxix.  12;  cxxxiii.  3. 
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Scripture  References 


Lines. 

445.  Job  xxxix.  18,  19. 

446.  Deuteronomy  xiv.  13. 

45 1 -453.  Psalm  xxii.  13. 

457-459.  Psalm  cvii.  23-28. 

461-462.  Matthew  vii.  7. 

476-477.  2  Samuel  xii.  3-20. 

481.  Mark  xii.  43. 

483.  1  Samuel  xxv.  18. 

484.  Proverbs  xxxi.  10. 

485.  Revelations  xi.  17. 

487.  Matthew  xxvi.  75. 

490-492.  Leviticus  xxiii.  40. 

494.  1  Samuel  xiii.  14 ;  Acts  xiii.  22. 
512-513.  Hebrews  i. 

513.  Matthew  xxi.  9. 

515-516.  Philippians  ii.  5'11- 


Noun- Index  to  the  Song 


Abishag,  102 
Abyss,  124 
Account,  1 1 
Adam,  280 
Adoration,  30 1 , 307 , 
3H,  32I>  32§> 
335,  342,  343> 
350,  357,  364, 
37i,  378,  379, 
385,  39i,  397, 
403,  409,  415, 
421 

Advance,  184 
Adventurer,  333 
Age,  80,  102 
Aim,  450 
Air,  429,  457 
Alarm,  502 
Alba,  485 

Almighty  (the),  503 
Almonds,  313 
Alms,  380 
Alpha,  18 1 
Amber,  332 
Amen,  509 
Anana,  410 
Angel,  86,  97 
Angels,  109,  302 
Applause,  1 1 7 
Apples,  353 
Arch,  187 
Ardour,  436 
Ark,  329 
Arm,  106,  503 
Armour,  88 


Arms,  465 
Aspect,  45 
Ass,  267 
Attempt,  184 
Audience,  159 

Balm,  98,  129 
Base,  196 
Bastion,  452 
Baths,  416 
Beak,  133 
Bear,  77 
Bearer,  277 
Beast,  479 
Beasts,  145,  328 
Beauty,  308 
Beaver,  145 
Beds,  468 
Bee,  228 
Belief,  216 
Bell,  430 
Bell-flowers,  318 
Bezoar,  404 
Blaze,  183,  484 
Blessings,  1x0 
Bliss,  125 
Bloom,  101,  195 
Blossom,  128 
Blush,  17 1 
Boaster,  35 
Bond,  268 
Boughs,  346 
Bounties,  243 
Bowers,  491 
Boy,  87 


Breath,  407 
Breezes,  398 
Bridegroom,  306 
Broad  (  =  Sea)  118. 
Brook,  35 
Brother,  244 
Bull,  267 

Bullfinch  (Scholar-) 

386 

Burst,  182 

Canes,  343 
Care,  251,  262 
Career,  499 
Carnations,  360 
Carvings,  194 
Casks,  266 
Cataracts,  401 
Cause,  120,  18 1 
Causes,  181 
Cave,  47,  148 
Cedars,  319 
Champaign,  123 
Champion,  87 
Chapiter,  208 
Charge,  13 
Cherub,  1 14 
Cherubs,  8 
Chest,  453 
i  Child,  96 
Choice,  30 
Chord,  441 
Christ,  180.  234, 
422 

Church,  426 
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Noun-Index  to  the  Song 


Churl,  483 
Citterns,  ill 
Civet,  405 
Clarion,  6 
Clouds,  190 
Clutch,  390 
Coal,  451 
Coast,  7 
Cocoa,  344 
Cock  (the),  137 
Comet,  501 
Commandment, 

254  . 

Commixtures,  269 
Conceit,  294,  478 
Conception,  56 
Concupiscence,  263 
Coney,  148 
Conscience,  257 
Content,  233 
Coral,  332 
Counsel,  96 
Creatures,  376 
Crocus,  362 
Crops,  355 
Crown,  25,  410,511 
Crusions,  341 
Cubs,  325 

Dale,  123 
Damsel,  390 
Damsons,  410 
Dance,  53 
Dances,  12 
Dart,  48 
Darts,  153 
David,  223,  289, 

303»  379,  494 
Day,  183,  218 
Days,  10,  337 
Dearth,  366 
Death,  82 
Deed,  515 
Deeds,  380 


Deep  (Sea),  142 
Degree,  225 
Delight,  168,  482 
Den,  508 
Design,  178 
Desire,  414 
Despair,  76 
Device,  152 
Dew,  427 
Dismay,  365 
Documents,  292 
Dog,  393 
Dome,  421 
Doors,  377 
Down,  409 
Draught,  222 
Dread,  236 
Droves,  21 1 
Dues,  40 
Dust,  480 

Ear,  399 
Earth,  152,  176 

236,  363,  457 
Effect,  1 15 
Effluence,  22 
Eggs,  317 
Eminence,  17,  92 
Emulation,  287 
Engedi,  47 
Enterprise,  107 
Ephod,  88 
Ermine,  368 
Esteem,  305,  419 
Eta,  193 
Event,  497 
Exaltations,  58 
Extremes,  497 
Eye,  283 
Eyeball,  452 
Eyes,  106 

Face,  214 
Faith,  34,  460 
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Fall,  91 
Fame,  84 
Fasting,  51 
Fear,  51,  263,  369 
Feast,  305,  491 
Feet,  52 
Fig,  331 
Fight,  32 
Fires,  500 
Fishes,  139 
Flax,  270 
Fleece,  68 
Fleet,  463 
Flesh,  243,  420 
Flourish,  293 
Flowers,  127,  438, 
490 

Flute,  387 
Foes,  32,  163,  453 
Folds,  191 
Food,  251 
Fool,  244,  294 
J  Foot,  208 
j  Force,  104 
Fort,  261, 
Fountain,  182 
Fowl,  133 
Frame,  214 
Friend,  81 
Frosts,  372 
Fruit,  128 
Fruit-trees,  315 
Fur,  405 
Futurity,  281 

Galbanum,  408 
Gale,  1 3 1,  336,463 
Game,  447 
Gamma,  187 
Garden,  365,  466 
Gem,  128,  179 
Gems,  151,  315 
Gestures,  52 
1  Gier-eagle,  454 


Noun- 

Glede,  446 
Globe,  203 
Gloom,  100 
Glory,  418,  443 
Goal,  221 
God,  13,  26,  30, 
33.  44,  57,  61, 
72,  79,  103,  1 16, 
210,  215,  227, 
234,  249,  254, 
290,  304,  41 1, 
4:9,  425,  489, 
506 

Good,  297 
Goodness,  297 
Gore,  510 
Grace,  22,  416,  442 
Grain,  44 
Grass,  310 
Gratitude,  9,  219, 
443 

Greatness,  395 
Ground,  448 
Grove,  7,  123 
Groves,  356 
Guilt,  257 
Gums,  129,  404 

Halcyon,  329 
Hand,  160 
Hands,  52 
Harp,  2,  158,  227 
Hazel,  388 
Head,  253 
Heads,  465 
Heart,  45,  173, 

237,  380,  494 

Heart-strings,  272 
Heaven,  169,  176, 
186,  287,  473 
Heavens,  473 
Hell,  76 
Hermon,  429 
Heroes,  120 


Index  to  the  Song 


HiU,  123 
Histories,  209 
Holly,  373 
Home,  422 
Honey,  320 
Hope,  261,  281 
Horn,  26 
Horror,  76 
Horse,  445 
Hosannah,  508 
Host,  28 
Humility,  425 
Hymns,  174,  205 

Incense,  403 
Infancy,  80 
Infant,  324 
Innocence,  434 
Instruments,  197 
Intent,  496 
Invention,  55 
Iota,  205 

Israel,  94,  33 1,  491 
I  vis,  316 

Jasmine,  334 
Jasper,  154 

Jay,  138 
Jealousy,  260 
Jehovah,  235 
Jehudah,  43 
Jonathan,  81 
Joy,  90,  260 

Kidron,  69 
Kids,  150 
King,  3 
Kings,  3 
Knees,  476 
Knowledge, 70,  288 

Labour,  197,  349 
Lamp,  155 
Land,  1 18,  358 
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Language,  440 
Largess,  483 
Laud,  1 19 
Laugh,  348 
Laurels,  361 
Lawn,  469 
Laws,  33 
Leaven,  286 
Leaves,  335 
Legions,  188 
Leisure,  262 
Life,  185 

Light,  94,  100,  122, 

183 

Lights,  201,  505 
Lily,  430 
Limes,  428 
Lion,  77,  228,  451 
Lips,  170 
List,  289 
Lizards,  327 
Loom,  198 
Lord  (the),  40,  73, 
175.  223,  240, 
27 1  >  300>  392, 
444.  494 
Lost,  435 

Love,  50,  1 16,  259, 

275.  433.  439 
Lustre,  25,  153 
Lyre,  53 

Mail,  464 
Main,  504 
Mammon,  286 
Man,  23,  29,  30, 
86,115,141,  152, 
180,  213,  248, 
305,  419,  425. 
458,  479 
Manhood,  80 
Mansion,  16 
Map,  322 
Martyr,  510 


Noun 


Master,  154 
Mate,  1 14 
Mead,  149 
Measure,  296 
Meat,  383 
Medicine,  383 
Meed,  109 
Meekness,  246,  513 
Melancholy,  65 
Melody,  164 
Men,  292 
Mephibosheth,  83 
Mercy,  248 
Mermaid,  323 
Michael,  112 
Michal,  101,  170 
Might,  78 
Milk,  252,  344 
Millions,  112 
Mind,  437 
Mine,  179 
Mines,  156 
Minister,  14 
Ministry,  109 
Mite,  481 
Mole,  452 
Moon,  469 
Moses,  236 
Moss,  327 
Motion,  185 
Mount,  10 
Mountain,  149 
Multitudes,  464 
Muse  (his),  97 
Music,  136 
Musician,  436 
Musings,  62 
Mute,  479 

Myrrh,  408 
Myrtles,  364 

Name,  215 
Nature,  44,  140, 
239,  323>  377 


Index  to  the  Song 


j  Neck,  367 
Nectarine,  352 
Neighbour,  285 
Nest,  317 
New  (the),  280 
News,  41 
Niche,  208 
Night,  75 
Nosegay,  130 
Notes,  5,  58 
Number,  200 
Nurse,  433 

Nuts,  375 

Object,  233 
Obloquy,  299 
Occasion,  265 
Offence,  247,  369 
Olives,  423 
Omega,  217 
One,  202,  203 
One  ( =Christ), 
229,  230 
Oranges,  347 
Order,  308 
Ordinance,  185 
Orion,  394 
Ostrich,  448 
Ounce,  325 

Painting,  322 
Palm,  334 
Pangs,  99 
Pap,  323 
Paradise,  71 
Part,  493 
Passion,  230 
Passions,  259,  382 
Past,  282 
Paths,  415 
Pattern,  258 
Peace,  67,  135,246, 
336,  3Si 
Peaches,  359 
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Pearl,  486 
Pen,  293 
People,  27 
Peril,  24 
Period,  107 
Pheasant,  367 
Philosopher,  392 
Piety,  89 
Pilgrim,  345 
Pillars,  175 
Plan,  177 
Planet,  394 
Plants,  127 
Pleasures,  231 
Plough,  250 
Pole,  220 
Polyanthus,  3 10 
Pomegranates,  359 
Pomp,  89 
Poor,  304 
Porches,  245 
Porphyry,  31 1 
Post,  8 
Power,  107 
Powers,  74 
Praise,  14,  95,  278, 
295 

Prayer,  49,  95,246, 
406,  432,  458 
Precepts,  95 
Prey,  135 
Price,  151 
Pride,  370 
Priest,  87 
Prime,  313 
Prince,  351 
Prize,  24 

Profound  (  =  Sea), 
449 

Proof,  498 
Psalm,  132 
Psalms,  379 
Purity,  417 
Pursuit,  446 


Noun-Index  to  the  Song 


Quail,  137 
Queen,  172 
Quince,  354 

Race,  23 
Rain,  346 
Ram,  393 
Ranks,  301 
Rapture,  264 
Raven,  138 
Rays,  418,  485 
Reader,  340 
Rear,  28 
Redbreast,  389 
Reign,  337 
Relief,  196 
Renown,  26 
Rest,  66,  218,  251 
Reward,  224,  349 
Rice,  355 
Rill,  312 
Ring,  394 
Roar,  507 
Robe,  202 
Rocks,  320 
Root,  127,  332 
Rose,  393 
Ruby,  484 
Rule,  204 

Sabbath-day,  63 
Sable,  370 
Safety,  207 
Saffron,  202 
Sage,  87 
Sail,  454 
Saint,  1 16 
Saints,  407 
Salvation,  512 
Samuel,  26 
Sapphires,  189 
Satan,  74,  1 60 
Saul,  162, 

Saviour,  298,  426 


Scales,  296 
Scene,  413 
Scenes,  322 
Scheme,  200 
Scholar,  223 
School,  245 
Science,  224 
Sculpture,  193 
Sea,  402,  458 
Seasons,  307 
Seat,  460 
Secrecy,  125 
Seeds,  67 
Self-conquest,  64 
Semblance,  1 1 5, 
232 

Sense,  163,  248, 
413 

Seraph,  39,  113 
Servant,  13 
Seven,  175 
Shade,  122 
Shades,  147 
Shape,  139 
Sheaves,  350 
Shells,  142 
Shepherd  -  King, 
476 

Shimei,  48 
Shoals,  143 
Shrubs,  326 
Sigh,  488 
Sight,  366 
Sigma,  21 1 
Sign,  200 
Silver,  203,  430 
Silverlings,  341 
Six,  62 
Size,  139 
Skies,  391 
Skill,  126 
Slander,  277 
Smell,  431 
Snail,  249 
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Sod,  492 
Son  (Thy),  513 
Song,  506 
Songs,  12 
Soul,  39,  86,  165, 
248,  298,  383 
Sound,  239 
Sounds,  167 
Source,  103 
Spade,  198 
Sparrows,  422 
Spear,  54 
Speck,  368 
Spice,  356 
Speed,  445 
Spheres,  121 
Spirits,  339 
Spouse,  1 1 3,  471 
Spray,  388 

Sprig,  332 
Spring,  134 
Squirrel,  375 
Staff,  345 
Stamp,  154 
Star,  204 
Station,  182 
Stay,  186 
Stems,  318 
Stores,  376 
Strains,  60,  439 
Strength,  105,  226 
Strings,  397 
Success,  283 
Sun,  144,  499 
Supreme  ( =  God), 
199 

Surface,  143 
Suspense,  161 
Swallow,  424 
Swan,  138 
Sweetness,  1 31, 226 
Sweets,  437 
Swell,  4 
Swiftness,  23 


Noun-Index  to  the  Song 


Sword,  54,  394 
Symbol,  227 
Syrup,  319 

Talent,  242 
Tapers,  431 
Task,  145 
Taste,  41 1 
Tear,  487 
Temple,  37,  472 
Tenderness,  157 
Tendrils,  314 
Ten  thousand,  353 
Term,  242 
Thanks,  302 
Theme,  57,  506 
Theta,  199 
Things,  104,  496 
Thorn,  374 
Thorns,  98 
Thought,  59,  219 
Thoughts,  64,  169 
Throes,  162 
Throne,  1 
Throngs,  9 
Thunder,  507 
Tide,  455,  459 
Tigers,  146 
Tint,  352 
Tithe,  271 
Tone,  2 
Tongue,  56 
Topaz,  155 
Touch,  387 
Train,  501 


Translation,  384 
Trees,  127 
Tribes,  353 
Trim,  374 
Trowel,  198 
True,  498 
Trumpet,  502 
Trust,  477 
Truth,  79,  308,  514 
Turtle-dove,  440 
Type,  227 

Umbrage,  466 
Universe,  221 

Vale,  130 
Valley,  7 
Van,  28 
Vault,  338 
Veil,  192,  470 
Vein,  43 
Verge,  82 
Verse,  97 
Vest,  316 
Vice,  70 
Vines,  347 
Virgin,  471 
Virtue,  1 5 1 
Voice,  4,27, 239, 400 
Vows,  474 

Walk,  467 
War,  36 
Water,  467 
Waves,  329,  372 


Ways,  94,  290 
Weapons,  36 
Welcome,  279 
Whale,  455 
Widow,  272,  481 
Wild,  467 
Wilk,  249 
Wine,  266 
Wing,  133 
Wings,  398 
Winter,  134,  361 
Wisdom,  126,  177 
Wish,  478 
Woods,  356 
Wool,  270 
Word,  31,  178, 
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Works,  210 
World,  72, 121, 220 
Worm,  396 
Worthies,  290 
Wreath,  18 
Wreaths,  194 

Xiphias,  450 

Year,  ii,  85 
Yew,  373 
Youth,  80 

Zeal,  288 
Zest,  412 
Ziba,  83 
Zion,  10 
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